
LABOR TRAFFICKING SIGNS & INDICATORS:

WORKING CONDITIONS
•	 Appears to be living at place of work

•	 Scripted/rehearsed answers to casual questions

•	 Not free to leave or come and go as he/she pleases

•	 Unpaid, paid very little, or paid only through tips

•	 Works excessively long and/or unusual hours

•	 High security measures exist in the work and/or living locations (e.g. opaque windows, 
boarded up windows, bars on windows, barbed wire, security cameras)

•	 Owes a large debt and is unable to pay it off

•	 Was recruited through false promises concerning the nature and conditions of the work

POOR MENTAL & PHYSICAL HEALTH OR ABNORMAL BEHAVIOR
•	 Avoids eye contact

•	 Shows signs of physical abuse, physical restraint, confinement, or torture

•	 Exhibits unusually fearful or anxious behavior after bringing up law enforcement

•	 Appears malnourished

LACK OF CONTROL
•	 Has few or no personal possessions

•	 Is not in control of his/her own money, no financial records, or bank account

•	 Is not in control of his/her own identification documents (ID or passport)

REPORT TO THE NATIONAL HUMAN TRAFFICKING HOTLINE
Call 1-888-3737-888 or text BeFREE (233733)

Source: Polaris. This project was supported by Subgrant Nos. 2009-SU-B9-0027and 2010-D1-13X-0074 awarded by the
Bureau of Justice Assistance, Office of Justice Programs through the State of Ohio, Office of Criminal Justice Services.
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